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SUB J : RICE SUPPLY IN SINGAPORE 

1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTED FEW DAYS AGO SUDDEN TRIP OF 
FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM TO BANGKOK, ALLEGEDLY 
TO OBTAIN RTG COMMITMENT REGARDING RICE EXPORTS TO 
SINGAPORE. SINGAPORE INFLATION RATE, INCLUDING FOOD 
PRICES AND SPECIFICALLY RICE PRICES, HAS INCREASED 
SHARPLY IN RECENT MONTHS. ALTHOUGH RICE PRICE IS OF 
SERIOUS CONCERN TO GOS, NONETHELESS SUDDENESS OF 
RAJARATNAM VISIT TO BANGKOK HAS RAISED SOME QUESTIONS 
LOCALLY WHETHER RICE WAS ONLY THING DISCUSSED THERE. 

WHEN SUBJECT RAISED BY EMBOFF AT MFA, MFA OFFICIAL 
STATED UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT SOLE PURPOSE OF FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S BANGKOK TRIP WAS TO DISCUSS RICE. WHEN 
EMBASSY OFFICER WONDERED WHY IT WAS NECESSARY TO DISPATCH 
FOREIGN MINISTER, MFA OFFICIAL REITERATED ASSURANCE 

THAT RICE WAS PURPOSE OF VISIT. 
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2. LATER AT CANADIAN NATIONAL DAY, EMBOFF RAISED 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



SUBJECT WITH THAI AMBASSADOR WHO SAID THAT GOS FINANCE 
MINISTER HAD CALLED HIM IN SEVERAL DAYS AGO REQUESTING 
SPECIIFIC ASSURANCES OF AVAILABILITY OF THAI RICE FOR 
SINGAPORE. WHEN THAI AMBASSADOR, AFTER CONSULTATION 
WITH HIS GOVERNMENT, WAS UNABLE TO GIVE OTHER THAN 
GENERAL ASSURANCE, GOS APPARENTLY MADE DECISION TO 
SEND RAJARTNAM, ACCOMPANIED BY FINANCE MINISTRY 
DEPUTY SECRETARY SITHAWALLA AND INTRACO MANAGING 
DIRECTOR SIM KEE BOON. 

COMMENT: THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL STORIES CARRIED IN 
LOCAL PRESS RECENTLY REASSURING CONSUMERS THAT RICE SUPPLIES 
ARE ADEQUATE AND ADVISING AGAINST PANIC BUYING. THIS 
PRESS ATTENTION TO SUBJECT, WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY ENCOURAGED 
BY GOVERNEMENT OFFICIALS, PLUS SUDDEN DISPATCH OF 
RAJARTNAM TO BANGKOK INDICATES REAL CONCERN ON PART 
OF GOVERNMENT RE ADEQUACY SUPPLY. THERE IS NO 
EVIDENCE, HOWEVER, OF ANY IMMEDIATE SHORTAGE OF SUPPLIES. 
CRONK 
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